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Afrobeat, pioneered by Fela Anikulapo-Kuti, has been globally acclaimed as a unique 
popular musical typology that emerged from the continent of Africa. Although various 
studies have addressed its philosophical, sociological and linguistic perspectives, not 
much has been devoted to its stylistic study. There is therefore the need to undertake a 
stylistic analysis of Afrobeat music with the view to understanding the fragments that has 
been intelligently woven together to make the music a unique phenomenon. In doing this, 
we would identify the principles underlying the formation of Afrobeat. This will assist us 
in understanding the identity that distinguishes it from the mainstream of world music. 
Afrobeat, like every cultural product evolved from other styles. The challenge then is to 
identify these styles and see how Felá incorporated them into a distinctive genre called 
Afrobeat. This will help in better appreciation of the forms and structure of the musical 
genre. The study will also situate Felá’s music into four artistic periods and analyse 
structural elements of the music. Samples drawn from each of the periods would be 
orchestrated and analyzed using the western from of music notation in order to establish 
the structure, form and compositional techniques of the composer The outcome of the 
study will define some standard features of Afrobeat genre and articulate some of the 
theories which could serve as a framework for further specialized studies of other related 
popular music genres. 
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